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Chicago, September 27, 2010 - On Tuesday, October 26, the Graham Foundation for Advanced Studies
in the Fine Arts will host a free lecture celebrating the release of The Architecture of Harry Weese, a new
book by Robert Bruegmann and Kathleen Murphy Skolnik. The public is invited to experience the
architecture of Harry Weese firsthand by joining Bruegmann for a lecture on the architect’s legacy in one
of his most important buildings, the Church of Christ, Scientist, Chicago. Built in 1968, the church is a
consummate example of the architect’s pioneering style and his significant contributions to Chicago’s
architectural history. The lecture will be followed by a book signing.
During a career that spanned half a century from the 1930s to the 1980s, Harry Weese (1915 - 1998)
produced a large number of significant designs ranging from small but highly inventive houses to large
urban scale commissions like the Washington, D.C. Metro system. As the first monograph solely devoted
to Weese’s work, the book revives the reputation of a visionary architect. This book takes its place within
a fast-growing revival of interest in the work of Weese and a number of his friends and contemporaries
with shared assumptions and sensibilities, notably Eero Saarinen, Edward Larrabee Barnes, I. M. Pei,
Ralph Rapson, and Paul Rudolph. As important as Weese’s buildings were, though, they were only one
part of what almost all his contemporaries recognized as his seemingly inexhaustible creativity. Because
Weese believed that design was essentially problem-solving, he was willing to apply his skills to
everything from a piece of furniture to an entire city. The city on which he lavished the most attention
was his own city, Chicago, where he seemed to be everywhere at once, praising, criticizing,
cheerleading, and pouring out ideas for creating a humane and livable place for citizens of all walks of
life. Although influenced to some degree by the rational, and often austere, work of European
modernists like Mies van der Rohe, in most of his own oeuvre Weese instead followed the example of
Nordic architects like Gunnar Asplund and Alvar Aalto in favoring natural materials, human scale, and
comfort; his work was characterized by a deep respect for older buildings and existing urban patterns
and a fondness for unexpected, often idiosyncratic design decisions.

The Architecture of Harry Weese was supported by a 2004 grant from the Graham Foundation. It is
published by W.W. Norton & Company. Books will be available for purchase the day of the event.
ABOUT THE AUTHORS
Robert Bruegmann, an historian of architecture, landscape, and the built environment, is University
Distinguished Professor of Art History, Architecture and Urban Planning at the University of Illinois at
Chicago. His most recent book is Sprawl: A Compact History (University of Chicago Press).
Kathleen Murphy Skolnik holds an MA in art history with a concentration in architectural history from the
University of Illinois at Chicago and teaches art history at Roosevelt University in Chicago.
EVENT DETAILS
The Architecture of Harry Weese
ROBERT BRUEGMANN
TALK
Date and Time: OCT 26, 2010, 6PM
Location:
Seventeenth Church of Christ, Scientist, Chicago
(Designed by Harry Weese and Associates, 1968)
55 East Wacker Drive
Chicago, IL 60601
Admission:
Free
Reservations are suggested
For more information and to RSVP:

http://www.grahamfoundation.org/public_events/3884-the-architecture-of-harry-weese

*Please note that this event will be held at the Seventeenth Church of Christ, Scientist, Chicago, 55 East
Wacker Drive, Chicago, IL 60601.
###
ABOUT THE GRAHAM FOUNDATION
Founded in 1956, the Graham Foundation for Advanced Studies in the Fine Arts makes project-based
grants to individuals and organizations and produces public programs to foster the development and
exchange of diverse and challenging ideas about architecture and its role in the arts, culture, and
society. The Graham Foundation was created by a bequest from Ernest R. Graham (1866–1936), a
prominent Chicago architect who was a protégé of Daniel Burnham.
For more information on the Graham Foundation for Advanced Studies in the Fine Arts’ grant programs
visit www.grahamfoundation.org.
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